


Some might argue that there is
something decidedly nutty
about using coconuts as a

design imperative, but like all giant
strides in perception, what was initially
considered charmingly unconventional
has proved nothing short of pure
brilliance. Surely it is a match made in
heaven – to take an unused industry
by-product and transform it into an
objet d’art? Now, the visionary concept
of using coconut shells to make
beautiful and durable architectural
surfaces is becoming the talk of the
town the world over and the results
speak for themselves.

Eco-smart palm panels not only
offer a stunningly exotic visual
aesthetic, but are also manufactured
from a source that is completely
biodegradable, one hundred percent
renewable and, according to Omarno
– the masterminds behind the product
– they come with an E ZERO
formaldehyde emissions rating
making them the ultimate green
alternative to unsustainable tropical
hardwoods. All this, and they require
not a single tree to be sacrificed.

Long branded ‘the most useful trees on
earth’, coconut palms have provided
the world with, among other things,
cooking oils, culinary delicacies,
beauty products, hardy fibres and
polished shells products, so adding
luxury interiors to their already
brimming portfolio should not actually
come as any great stretch of the
imagination. Abundant in tropical
coastal regions, coconut shells are
normally discarded once the fruit has
been taken. Admittedly, trumpeting the
cause of coconuts in the Caribbean
when they are in such plentiful supply
does seem somewhat droll; however,
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Coconut palm panels offer up a
dramatic new design aesthetic.
Words by Juliet Austin.

in a nutshellbrilliance
one look at the dramatic visual effects,
and you may well begin to see what all
the brouhaha is about.

Palm panels come in a wide range of
designs depending on both the
configuration of the segments and the
variations in colour achieved by
processing the chips at different stages
of ripening. For the Vanilla and Lightest
White lines, the coconuts are harvested
early, whereas for the deep Espresso,
Truffle and Mocha tones, they are left to
ripen fully. What is more, for customised
finishes, panels also accept a variety of
wood stains. Surfaces can come
smooth and polished or raw and highly
textured, and, due to the use of
interlocking edges and bridging chips,
can flow together continuously without
any visible seams.

Fundamental to each design is
the placement of the coconut
chips themselves. Individually carved
coconut shell fragments are placed by
hand on panels using either a flexible
polymer mesh backing or natural cork.
The polymer mesh offers exceptional
flexibility, making the designs suitable
for any number of applications from
furniture to interior walls and even
curved or wavy surfaces, while the cork
backing impedes transmission of
sound and provides excellent natural
thermal insulation. Distinctive vertical or
horizontal patterns can even be
achieved for a more textured, three-
dimensional finish which showcases
the raw beauty and intricate detail of the
natural material itself. 

The hardwearing nature of the shells and
the variations in colour, tone, pattern and
texture make them the ultimate in
contemporary eco-luxury products. So, if
you want to bring classic Caribbean
warmth, originality, beauty and an
aesthetic that guarantees to be
considerate to the environment, the
answer may well be hanging right before
your eyes – in a nutshell. 


